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Mission of the Florida Trail Association

The Florida Trail Association develops, maintains, protects and promotes a network of hiking trails throughout the
state, including the unique Florida National Scenic Trail.  Together with our partners we provide opportunities for

the public to hike, engage in outdoor recreation, participate in environmental education and contribute to meaningful
volunteer work.

Highlanders Nature Notes – Bald Eagles

    Central Florida is an excellent place to observe our
national  symbol.   Next to  Alaska,  Florida has more
breeding  pairs  of  Bald  Eagles  (Haliaeetus  leuco-
cephalus) than any other state.  I see them most regu-
larly sitting atop the large, cement utility poles along
the southern side of U.S. Hwy. 441 in Tavares.  Al-
most every morning as I drive to work and approach
the Sunoco gas station just past the Winn-Dixie shop-
ping center I look up to see a Bald Eagle sitting on its
favorite roost.  It is almost always the same pole from
year to year, and sometimes I’m lucky enough to see
two (a mating pair, I presume) sitting side by side on
the same pole.  On a really good day I may even see
three or four within a quarter to a half mile of each
other along this same stretch.  They aren’t here during
the hot summer months.  I usually notice their return
around September, maybe even late August. 

    I see them in many other parts of Lake County and

central Florida.  If your eye sight is reasonably good
they are easy to spot even from a distance.  They are
the  only  large,  black  birds  (actually  dark  chocolate
brown; they just  appear black from a distance) with
white  heads.  Vultures  are  also  large  and  black  but
have  black  or  red  heads.  From a  distance  they  just
look all black to the naked eye, whereas the Bald Ea-
gle  silhouette  against  the  clear  blue  sky  or  white
clouds looks like it doesn’t have a head until you get
close  enough to  see  the  white.  When  soaring,  as  it
banks and the sun hits it just right, you can clearly see
the white of its head and tail feathers, even without
binoculars.  The  Osprey  (Pandion  haliaetus)  is  the
other large bird sometimes mistaken for an Eagle.  It
is even more common around here, but has some dark,
almost  black  markings  on  its  head  feathers  (visible
even to the naked eye) compared to the pure, com-
pletely  white  head  of  the  Eagle.  The  Osprey  also
doesn’t have the pure white tail, but this is sometimes
difficult  to  see  while  perched;  more  noticeable  in
flight. 
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    Ben Franklin wrote his disappointment, in a letter
to his daughter, regarding the choice of the Bald Eagle
as our national symbol.  “He is a Bird of bad moral
Character.  He does not get his Living honestly.  You
may have seen him perched on some dead Tree near
the  River,  where,  too  lazy  to  fish  for  himself,  he
watches the Labour of  the Fishing Hawk [Osprey];
and  when  that  diligent  Bird  has  at  length  taken  a
Fish, and is bearing it to his Nest for the Support of
his Mate and young Ones, the Bald Eagle pursues him
and takes it from him. 

    I have actually seen this once in person, an Eagle
stealing a fish from an Osprey in mid-air.  It had just
snatched one from a lake and the Eagle pursued it un-
til it dropped the fish, which the Eagle then swooped
down and caught before it hit the water.  A spectacular
sight! Franklin continues: 

“With all this injustice, he is never in good case but
like those among men who live by sharping & robbing
he is generally poor and often very lousy.  Besides he
is a rank coward: The little King Bird not bigger than
a Sparrow attacks him boldly and drives him out of
the district.  He is therefore by no means a proper em-
blem for the brave and honest Cincinnati of America 
who  have  driven  all  the  King  birds  from  our

country…” 

    Franklin then goes on to expound on the virtues of
the Wild Turkey, “a true original Native of America…
He is besides, though a little vain & silly, a Bird of
Courage,  and  would  not  hesitate  to  attack  a
Grenadier of the British Guards who should presume
to invade his Farm Yard with a red Coat on.” 

    Even considering Franklin’s disparaging opinion of
this majestic bird, I still feel fortunate every time I see
one in the wild.  They are top predators and act ac-
cording to the laws of survival of the fittest (and big-
gest!).  I can’t find fault in what nature has created in
the web of life.   Historically,  man has certainly not
been an innocent nor equitable participant in that web
himself. 

    So keep your eyes open and see what  you might
learn about this noble and mighty national symbol, the
Bald Eagle; still rare in much of the lower 48 states,
but not uncommon here.   –Mike Barnett

Sources:
Tekiela,  Stan.   Mammals  of  Florida  Field  Guide.
Cambridge, MN: Adventure Publications, Inc., 2010.

Links

Florida Trail Association:         http://www.floridatrail.org
Highlanders Chapter, FTA http://www.highlanders.floridatrail.org
Meetup for 
Highlanders Chapter: http://www.meetup.com/Florida-Trail-Association-Central-Florida-Chapter
Highlanders Photos: https://www.flickr.com/photos/highlandersfta/albums
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Highlanders at Work and Play – Photos Taken by Highlanders last April

Providence Canyon

Reminiscent of a southwestern US landscape, Providence Canyon State Park’s colorful, sculpted canyon walls 
carve deep through a sandy, stream-filled landscape near Columbus, Georgia. Soft-bedded, sandy hiking trails 
wind and weave through vibrantly-colored carved canyons, exploring an ever-evolving landscape of loose sand-
stone and trickling water.

The park’s unusually sculpted, serpentine canyon walls have earned its nickname as Georgia’s ‘Little Grand 
Canyon’ – and though these canyons are dwarfed by the Arizona giant, this hike is a unique adventure unlike 
any other in Georgia.  Hiking Providence Canyon State Park, Georgia’s Little Grand Canyon. Atlanta Trails, 
n.d. Web. 

Photos by Judy Leavers
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Wolf's Den Loop

Wolf Den Loop combines 5 miles of the Pine Mountain Trail (from mile marker 18 to mile marker 23) with the 
1.7 mile Beaver Dam Trail from Rocky Point to the Roadside Park on GA 85W to create one of the best hikes in
Central Georgia. Multiple waterfalls on the Pine Mountain Trail, the Wolf's Den (yes, there is one), Big Pine 
(Ferney), a beaver dam and a long-distance scenic view on Beaver Dam connector combine to keep hikers inter-
ested along the hike. The trails are entirely within the Franklin D. Roosevelt State Park.  "Wolfden Loop - Geor-
giaTrails.com." Wolfden Loop - GeorgiaTrails.com. Georgia Trails, n.d. Web. 26 June 2016. 

Photos by Judy Leavers
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Picnic at Lake Hiawatha Preserve - Steve Nemeth's birthday - June 23rd

Photos by Judy Leavers

Highlanders Activities for July and August 2016

Thursday, July 28, 2016
Highlanders Chapter Monthly Meeting:  Leesburg Public Library, 100 E Main Street - 6:00 PM .  Use the
entrance on Main Street. 6:00 PM.  Meeting room just inside the entrance to the library.  Bring a snack to share
and your aluminum cans to recycle.  Program by Brian Emanuel - St. John's Water Authority - Emeralda Marsh.
Questions? 352-787-8654 or email Bobbi Keenan bobbiszoo@yahoo.com   Google Maps GPS:  28.811093
-81.874858 
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Thursday, August 25, 2016
Highlanders Chapter Summer Picnic: Hickory Point – 5:00 PM.  The park is on Lake Harris and Highway
19, between Tavares and Howey-in-the-Hills.  From Highway 19, turn west on Flagship Avenue at the entrance.
Google Maps GPS:  28.745985,-81.765867.  Bring a cold dish to share and your own drink. Meet at about 5:00
PM and we will eat at 6:00 PM.  After six there is a $2.00 charge per car - before six admission is free.  We will
have  plates  and  silverware.  Contact  Mary  Ellen  Milton  for  more  details  -  352-357-3723  or  E-mail  at
mem32735@aol.  No pets, please.

Chapter Officers and Committee Chairs

Chapter Chair, Eugene Bouley, etbouley@embarqmail.com or 352-314-9335
Vice Chair, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Secretary, Mary Ring, momring@yahoo.com or 352-250-1426
Treasurer, Diane Roesch, cattail3638@gmail.com or 407-469-3638
Trail Coordinator, Francis Keenan, fkeenan@embarqmail.com or 352-787-8654
Activity Chairs, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-357-3723 &
     Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Membership Chair, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-357-3723
Chapter Coordinator, Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Outreach Coordinator, Kathy Lamb, kalamb1950@gmail.com or 352-383-1950
Newsletter Editor and Meetup Coordinator, Wade Williston, wwillist01@gmail.com or 407-584-7431
Program Chair, Ginger Leach, gingerleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Chapter Council Representatives, John Grob, johndgrob@gmail.com or 352-750-0341 & 
      Mike Tamburrino, miketamburrino@yahoo.com or 303-809-3284
Webmasters, Bobbi & Francis Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com, fkeenan@embarqmail.com or
      352-787-8654
Chapter Photographers, Judy Leavers, jvleavers@yahoo.com or 352-360-1717 &
      Diane Dammiller, Dammiller@aol.com or 407-832-1214
Grant Writer, Dee Bender, deebender829@gmail.com or 352-460-7085
Quartermaster and Archivist/Historian, Christine Pena, pena2081@comcast.net or 908-499-2215
Media PR Coordinator, Glenda Moore, gmaemoore@yahoo.com or 352-324-2570
Calendar Editor, Jane Williams, glenandjane@eastlink.ca or 352-633-3248
Memorial Committee Chair, Stuart Force, stuart.force@comcast.net or 352-305-5627
Recycling Coordinator, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438

Trailmasters and Activity Leaders

Trailmasters:  Arlene Beal and Mary Ellen Milton, Dee Bender and Kathy Lamb, Gene Bouley, Stuart Force and
Karen Harrington, Francis Keenan, Bill Leach, Jon and Judy Leavers, Gene Molnar, Steve Nemeth, Rollin 
Patrick and Diane Roesch, Howard Pospesel, Mary Ring and Jane Williams, and Bruce Zollner

Activity Leaders:  Mike Barnett, Arlene Beal, Gene Bouley, Diane Dammiller, Ken Dammiller, John Grob, 
Bobbi Keenan, Francis Keenan, Jon Leavers, Bill Milton, Mary Ellen Milton, Steve Nemeth, Howard Pospesel, 
Bob Sippey, Suzanne Sippey, Bruce Zollner, and Brad Hoopes
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