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Mission of the Florida Trail Association
The Florida Trail Association develops, maintains, protects and promotes a network of hiking trails throughout the
state, including the unique Florida National Scenic Trail. Together with our partners we provide opportunities for
the public to hike, engage in outdoor recreation, participate in environmental education and contribute to meaningful
volunteer work.

Highlanders Nature Notes
Coyotes (Canis latrans) have expanded their range
from the western states to every one of the lower 48
states, ever since the 1950s. They are fairly abundant
in central Florida, in my experience, and are now being seen more often in parts of south Florida. I saw
my first Coyote in Lake County some years ago while
I was walking alone in Tavares Nature Park off SR 19
behind Billy’s Café. I wasn’t far from the entrance
when I came around a bend in the trail, walking quietly on soft grass and pine needles. There, to my great
surprise, coming around the same bend toward me
was a full grown Coyote. Neither one of us heard the
other’s approach. We stopped immediately in our
tracks and stared at each other for a few seconds from
about 15 feet away. It seemed as surprised to see me
as I was to see it. After the initial hesitation, it turned
around with its tail tucked between its legs and sauntered off in the direction from which it had come. I
gathered my nerves and walked around the bend to
see if it was still on the trail, but it was gone.

I have seen several other Coyotes in my travels
around here. Most notable was a family of juveniles
and adults (around five or six) at P.E.A.R. Park in
Leesburg on July 19, 2013. I was leading a Family
Nature Group walk and one of the boys spotted them
at a distance. Their tan color made him think they
were deer. But when I trained my binoculars on the
group I could see clearly what they were. It was the
first time I’d ever seen a whole family of Coyotes in
the wild. I told him how rare it was to be that lucky. I
caught a glimpse of them again a couple weeks later at
the same spot.
On another occasion more recently I was with another Family Nature Group in the same area of
P.E.A.R. Park and heard a family howling from the
bushes in a ravine near the elevated pavilion. An
emergency vehicle was going down U.S. 27 toward an
accident with its siren wailing and that set them off. It
was the first time I’d ever heard Coyotes howl in Florida (a first for the family I was with, too). As other
emergency vehicles came by, they howled again! They
were the hit of the day even though we never actually
saw them.

One of the habits of the Coyote is to walk and run
with its tail held down, unlike dogs and wolves. The
Coyote has been called “America’s Dog” because it is
a true native to North America. Wolves and foxes can
be found in other parts of the world, but the Coyote is
only a New World species.

Coyotes have been much maligned and persecuted
by people. Their reputation for being harmful is said
by the experts to be falsely deserved and greatly exag
1

gerated. Most studies conducted on western Coyotes
have found their diet consisting mainly of rodents and
rabbits. They are opportunists, however, and will eat
what they can get. This quality has undoubtedly
served them well, aiding their survival in spite of
man’s best efforts to eradicate them. They are necessary predators in the web of life and have prospered, I
think, because we have eliminated most of their competition in the east: namely, wolves and panthers.
They’re here to stay now, so we might as well learn to

appreciate them and their new-found place in our local
ecology.
–Mike Barnett
Sources:
Tekiela, Stan. Mammals of Florida Field Guide.
Cambridge, MN: Adventure Publications, Inc., 2010.

Notes from the Chair – Passing the Gavel
As I begin my new task as chair, I want to thank
Howard Pospesel for all the hard work he has done the
past two years to greatly improve our Highlander
Chapter. It was a difficult task to come up with a
Chapter logo with so many diverse ideas of what
needed to be included in the design of the logo to reflect our name, goals, location, and activities. I feel
the final result is excellent and I am proud to see it on
our shirts, brochures, hats, letterheads, and business
cards. It was Howard who stuck to the task and acquired all of these new additions to make our Highlander Chapter more visible to the public. He worked
hard to get us new revenue, establishing new positions
that help to seek new funds. With the many new
members we are gaining and the donations we have
received for new equipment, I feel Howard has left us
in an excellent financial position.

Howard Pospesel

Thank you Howard for your dedication to the Highlander Chapter. I hope I am able to continue to keep
our chapter the excellent organization you have turned
over to me.
–Gene Bouley

Gene Bouley
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Highlanders at Work and Play (Photos by Judy Leavers)

Photo of Steve taken in the Peace Cave

Group photo from Steve Nemeth's hike at
Annutteliga Hammock on March 8, 2016

Plaques on Picnic Tables at Sulfur Springs in Memory of Two Very Special Friends
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Highlanders Activities for May and June 2016
Friday, May 13, 2016
Bike trip on the Withlacoochee State Trail – 9:30 AM. We will bike nine miles from Ridge Manor Trailhead
to Nobleton (18 miles round trip). We will meet at the Ridge Manor Trailhead off Route 50 on Croom Rital
Road at 9:30 AM. Wear helmet and bring water and lunch. Lunch will be at Lake Townsen Park in Nobleton.
Restrooms at both ends. Take Route 50 west to traffic light at Croom Rital road. Light is right after you pass
under the bridge for trail over the highway. Turn right at light and follow Croom Ridal road about ¼ mile. The
parking for trailhead is on your right. Note: If you get to I75 you went too far on Route 50. Come join us for a
leisurely ride. Trip leaders Gene and Terry Bouley
Thursday, May 19, 2016
Chapter Board Meeting – PEAR Park – 3:00 PM. Everyone is welcome to the next board meeting at the
PEAR Park Nature Center.
Thursday, May 26, 2016
Highlanders Chapter Monthly Meeting 6:00 PM, Leesburg Public Library, 100 E Main Street. Use the entrance on Main Street. 6:00 PM. Meeting room just inside the entrance to the library. Bring a snack to share
and your aluminum cans to recycle. Questions? 352-787-8654 or email Bobbi Keenan bobbiszoo@yahoo.com.
GPS coordinates 28.811093 -81.874858
Thursday, June 23, 2016
Highlanders Chapter Summer Picnic 5:00 PM. We will meet at Lake Hiawatha Park in Clermont. It is a
trail head for the South Lake Rail Trail located on 12 Street (CR 561) and Lake Minneola. It is a beautiful park
with picnic tables and restrooms. Meet at about 5:00 PM and we will eat at 6:00 PM. Please bring a cold dish
to share and your own drink. We will have plates and silverware. No dogs, please. No chapter monthly meeting – lets all meet at the picnic. GPS coordinates 28.559603, -81.775300. Contact Mary Ellen Milton for
more details, 352-357-3723 or E-mail at mem32735@aol.com .

Help Needed
We are looking for one or two members to be Trailmasters for a section of the trail in the Ocala National Forest.
The section is long enough that two people could serve this section together. If you are interested please contact
Francis Keenan.

Special Thanks
Special thanks to Mike Tamburrino for accepting the task of assisting John Grob as chapter council representative.
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Chapter Officers and Committee Chairs
Chapter Chair, Eugene Bouley, etbouley@embarqmail.com or 352-314-9335
Vice Chair, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Secretary, Mary Ring, momring@yahoo.com or 352-250-1426
Treasurer, Diane Roesch, cattail3638@gmail.com or 407-469-3638
Trail Coordinator, Francis Keenan, fkeenan@embarqmail.com or 352-787-8654
Activity Chairs, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-357-3723 &
Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Membership Chair, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-357-3723
Chapter Coordinator, Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Outreach Coordinator, Kathy Lamb, kalamb1950@gmail.com or 352-383-1950
Newsletter Editor and Meetup Coordinator, Wade Williston, wwillist01@gmail.com or 407-584-7431
Program Chair, Ginger Leach, gingerleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Chapter Council Representatives, John Grob, johndgrob@gmail.com or 352-750-0341 &
Mike Tamburrino, miketamburrino@yahoo.com or 303-809-3284
Webmasters, Bobbi & Francis Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com, fkeenan@embarqmail.com or
352-787-8654
Chapter Photographers, Judy Leavers, jvleavers@yahoo.com or 352-360-1717 &
Diane Dammiller, Dammiller@aol.com or 407-832-1214
Grant Writer, Dee Bender, deebender829@gmail.com or 352-460-7085
Quartermaster and Archivist/Historian, Christine Pena, pena2081@comcast.net or 908-499-2215
Media PR Coordinator, Glenda Moore, gmaemoore@yahoo.com or 352-324-2570
Calendar Editor, Jane Williams, glenandjane@eastlink.ca or 352-633-3248
Memorial Committee Chair, Stuart Force, stuart.force@comcast.net or 352-305-5627
Recycling Coordinator, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438

Trailmasters and Activity Leaders
Trailmasters: Arlene Beal and Mary Ellen Milton, Dee Bender and Kathy Lamb, Gene Bouley, Stuart Force and
Karen Harrington, Francis Keenan, Bill Leach, Jon and Judy Leavers, Gene Molnar, Steve Nemeth, Rollin
Patrick and Diane Roesch, Howard Pospesel, Mary Ring and Jane Williams, and Bruce Zollner
Activity Leaders: Mike Barnett, Arlene Beal, Gene Bouley, Diane Dammiller, Ken Dammiller, John Grob,
Bobbi Keenan, Francis Keenan, Jon Leavers, Bill Milton, Mary Ellen Milton, Steve Nemeth, Howard Pospesel,
Bob Sippey, Suzanne Sippey, Bruce Zollner, and Brad Hoopes

Links
Florida Trail Association:
Highlanders Chapter, FTA
Meetup for
Highlanders Chapter:
Highlanders Photos:

http://www.floridatrail.org
http://www.highlanders.floridatrail.org
http://www.meetup.com/Florida-Trail-Association-Central-Florida-Chapter
https://www.flickr.com/photos/highlandersfta/albums
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