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Mission of the Florida Trail Association

The Florida Trail Association develops, maintains, protects and promotes a network of hiking trails throughout the
state, including the unique Florida National Scenic Trail.  Together with our partners we provide opportunities for

the public to hike, engage in outdoor recreation, participate in environmental education and contribute to meaningful
volunteer work.

Highlanders Nature Notes – Dusky Pigmy Rattlesnakes

    Those of you who have been reading this column
from the beginning may remember that I actually like
snakes, unlike most other people I know. It probably
comes from my initial childhood interests in turtles,
lizards and, generally, all things reptilian or amphib-
ian. That wasn’t particularly unusual where I grew up,
as I  knew other boys my age with similar interests.
Thus my next two essays will pertain to some of my
memorable snake encounters in central Florida. 

    The  largest  Dusky  Pigmy  Rattlesnake  (Sistrurus
miliarius barbouri) I ever saw was in Wekiwa Springs
State Park just off the main hiking trail going north
from the Sand Lake parking area. I was checking out

the trail  for  an upcoming hospice teen bereavement
camp I was planning. It was a December weekday fol-
lowing Christmas in 2008. The snake was sunning it-
self on top of some weeds. I would never have noticed
it if I hadn’t stopped to sit on a trailside wooden bench
to eat a snack. It was quite a bit longer than two feet;
might have even been a record, but I didn’t attempt to
measure it. I just sat there and looked at it while I ate
my snack about 6-8 feet away. I don’t think it even
saw me as it never moved. I went over to get a closer
look to confirm in my mind how big it actually was
before I left the area. By my conservative estimation,
I’m convinced it was very close to three feet long. Ev-
ery Pigmy Rattlesnake I’ve ever seen in the wild be-
fore or since was always less than two feet in length. 

    Then on another hospice backpacking camp on Jan-
uary 17, 2015, on this same trail, we saw three Dusky
Pigmy Rattlesnakes. One was curled up tightly on the
top of a Sabal Palm Tree boot (Sabal palmetto) (the
“boot” is the base of the palm frond that remains at-
tached to the trunk after the frond dies, dries up, be-
comes brittle,  and eventually breaks off  and falls  to
the  ground).  It  was  a  chilly  day  and  the  snake  re-
mained there without moving while I was able to get
close enough for a photo. It was a little over three feet
above the ground and I discovered later that they will
often climb into bushes and trees to escape flooding.
We were  in  the  hydric  hammock  habitat  and  some
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standing  water  was  close  by.  The  other  two  were
coiled up together on the ground just beside the trail a
little further on. At first they appeared to be one snake.
But as I approached close enough to take their picture
they saw me and began to separate. They must have
been coiled tightly together for warmth on that cold
afternoon. Three Pigmy Rattlesnakes in one day! That
was a record for me and I doubt I’ll be that fortunate
again. 

    Of course,  I  was never  in  any danger  with  these
venomous snakes because I never threatened them or
got  close enough to make them feel alarmed at my
presence. They never even felt the need to shake their
tiny rattles or coil up in their striking position. In my
experience, it takes some doing to get a snake to bite
you or even threaten to bite, especially on a cold day
when snakes are sluggish. 

    So, if you’re lucky enough to be in the right place at
the right time, you, too, might get a glimpse of one of
these colorful and common Florida snakes. Just don’t
step on them or try to pick them up and you should re-
main safe from harm. Besides, their venom isn’t con-
sidered to be as dangerous to humans as the snake in
my next essay.  

–Mike Barnett 

Reference: 
Gibbons, Whit and Mike Dorcas. Snakes of the South-
east. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2005.

Firefly and Pot Luck Hike - Lake Norris Conservation Area
Photos by Howard Pospesel
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Notes from the Chair

    We will  be  heading north  June  5th  to  the  White
Mountains of New Hampshire. Of course, we hope to
be hiking in cooler temperatures and wish you all a
good summer of enjoying the out of doors where ever
you travel. Keep in mind that John Grob offers hikes
all  summer  on Wednesdays.  Get  yourself  on his  e-
mail list to know more about his hikes. While you are
not doing any trail work down here due to the heat, I
will be working on my adopted trail up Mt Pemige-
wasset  and  with  the  Trailwrights  organization  on
other New Hampshire trails. 

    The  installation  of  the  Highlander's  Memorial  at
PEAR Park has been completed. We were pleasantly
surprised and extremely thankful to Bryan Stephen-
son of Southern Monument Studio Inc., here in Lees-
burg, for the donation of the materials and installation

of the memorial plaque, bricks, and engraving. This
was a most generous gift to the Chapter and has saved
us a large expense. The landscaping behind the bench
has been started and we hope to complete it  in the
fall. 

    There  are  44  bricks  in  the  memorial.  Two  have
been  engraved,  one  for  Bruce  Hobson and one  for
Willy Hannemann. (The selection of who may receive
a memorial brick in the future will be determined by
the board from those who have made significant con-
tributions serving the Highlanders Chapter over their
years as members.) 

Wishing you all a great summer. 

–Gene Bouley, Highlanders Chair

Highlanders Activities for July and August 2017

Thursday, July 27, 2017  
Highlanders Chapter Monthly Meeting – 6:00 PM. Leesburg Public Library, 100 E. Main Street. Use the en-
trance on Main Street. Meeting room just inside the entrance to the library. Program details at a later date. Bring
a snack to share and your aluminum cans to recycle.  Questions? 352-787-8654 or email Bobbi Keenan bobbis-
zoo@yahoo.com   28.811093  -81.874858 

Thursday, August 24, 2017  
Highlanders Picnic Pot-Luck – 5:00 PM. Lake Okahumpka Park, 6085 East SR 44, Wildwood, Fl 33785.
Bring a cold dish to share and your own drinks; plates and silverware will be provided.  We will eat at 6:00 PM.
The park has a paved fitness trail, horseshoe pits, and a nine hole Frisbee golf course but no equipment is pro-
vided by the park.  Bring your kayak/canoe.  Contact Mary Ring for more details at momring@yahoo.com or
352-250-1426.  No pets please.  28.833023, -82.004708
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Chapter Officers and Committee Chairs

Chapter Chair, Eugene Bouley, etbouley@embarqmail.com or 352-314-9335
Vice Chair, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Secretary, Mary Ring, momring@yahoo.com or 352-250-1426
Treasurer, Diane Roesch, cattail3638@gmail.com or 407-469-3638
Trail Coordinator, Francis Keenan, fkeenan@embarqmail.com or 352-787-8654
Activity Chairs, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-669-3628 &
     Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Membership Chair, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-669-3628
Chapter Coordinator, Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Outreach Coordinator, Kathy Lamb, kalamb1950@gmail.com or 352-383-1950
Newsletter Editor and Meetup Coordinator, Wade Williston, wwillist01@gmail.com or 407-584-7431
Program Chair, Ginger Leach, gingerleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Chapter Council Representatives, John Grob, johndgrob@gmail.com or 352-750-0341 & 
      Mike Tamburrino, miketamburrino@yahoo.com or 303-809-3284
Webmasters, Bobbi & Francis Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com, fkeenan@embarqmail.com or
      352-787-8654
Chapter Photographers, Judy Leavers, jvleavers@yahoo.com or 352-360-1717 &
      Diane Dammiller, Dammiller@aol.com or 407-832-1214
Grant Writer, Dee Bender, deebender829@gmail.com or 352-460-7085
Quartermaster and Archivist/Historian, Christine Pena, pena2081@comcast.net or 908-499-2215
Media PR Coordinator, Glenda Moore, gmaemoore@yahoo.com or 352-324-2570
Calendar Editor, Jane Williams, glenandjane@eastlink.ca or 352-633-3248
Memorial Committee Chair, Stuart Force, stuart.force@comcast.net or 352-303-5623
Recycling Coordinator, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438

Trailmasters and Activity Leaders

Trailmasters:  Arlene Beal, Dee Bender, Gene Bouley, Stuart Force, Karen Harrington, Francis Keenan, Kathy 
Lamb, Bill Leach, Jon and Judy Leavers, Mary Ellen Milton, Steve Nemeth, Howard Pospesel, Mary Ring, Di-
ane Roesch, Jane Williams, Wade Williston, and Bruce Zollner.

Activity Leaders:  Mike Barnett, Arlene Beal, Gene Bouley, Diane and Ken Dammiller, John Grob, Brad 
Hoopes, Bobbi and Francis Keenan, Jon Leavers, Bill and Mary Ellen Milton, Steve Nemeth, Howard Pospesel,
Bob and Suzanne Sippey, Don Valcheff, Wade Williston, and Bruce Zollner.

Links

Florida Trail Association:        http://www.floridatrail.org
Highlanders Chapter, FTA: http://www.highlanders.floridatrail.org
Meetup for Highlanders: https://www.meetup.com/Florida-Trail-Association-Central-Florida-Chapter/
Highlanders Photos: https://www.flickr.com/photos/highlandersfta/albums

4


