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Highlanders Nature Notes – The World of Beetles
I have read somewhere before, that there are thought
to be more species of beetles than all the other animals
put together (birds, mammals, fish, other insects, spiders, reptiles, crustaceans, amphibians, mollusks,
etc.). In the Evans and Bellamy reference below, the
famous biologist E.O. Wilson, of Harvard University,
is quoted as saying that we simply don’t know how
many there are, not even to the nearest order of magnitude. The number of species could be as high as 10
million or even a hundred million! Many beetles are
tiny and secretive, and it is thought that many (if not
most) still remain undiscovered.
Beetles make up the largest group of insects. Evans
and Bellamy add that they are believed to represent a
fifth of all living organisms (plants, animals, fungi,
etc.), and a fourth of all animals on the planet. Whatever is closest to the truth about their numbers, one
thing is certain. Just using sheer numbers as a criterion
for success, beetles are the most successful animals on
Earth. They live in almost every place imaginable.

Boll Weevil - Credit: www.ars.usda.gov

The beetles include some of my all-time favorite insects (and “The Beatles” are one of my all-time favorite musical groups, but that’s beside the point!).
Asked what could be inferred about the Creator from
a study of His creation, the British scientist J.B.S.
Haldane is reported to have replied, “He has an inordinate fondness for beetles.”

The common names we give to organisms can often
be misleading, and the beetles are no exception. Socalled “June Bugs,” “Lady Bugs,” “Water Bugs,”
“Potato Bugs,” “Lightning Bugs” (“Fireflies”), Water
Pennies, and Weevils are all in the order Coleoptera
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(the taxonomic group in which scientists place the
beetles). Scientifically, these examples are all beetles,
not bugs. As I mentioned in a previous essay, there is
an order that contains the “true” bugs: Hemiptera. But
the uneducated public still tends to commonly identify
all insects as “bugs.” As far as scientists are concerned, the only real bugs are in the order Hemiptera.
All of the other insects have their own, separate orders.

before or one I’ve only seen in picture books. I never
get tired of discovering new organisms in nature, and
the beetles are so numerous, you can’t help but find
new ones frequently. We have seen a great many on
my Family Nature Club walks. Kids get a thrill out of
seeing them, too. They are so cool, what’s not to like?!
So as you explore the great outdoors, keep an eye on
the paths you’re crossing. There are many other
fascinating insects to discover. But you can bet that a
lot of those paths will have been made by beetles.
–Mike Barnett
Sources:
Evans, Arthur V. Beetles of Eastern North America.
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2014.
Evans, Arthur V. and Charles L. Bellamy. An
Inordinate Fondness for Beetles. NY: Henry Holt
and Co., 1996.
Hubbell, Sue. Broadsides from the Other Orders. NY:
Random House, 1993.

Rove Beetle - Credit Alex -icycatelf- Bowen
Beetles have the widest range of size, color, and
shape of all the animals. They play vital roles in every
natural habitat they live in, and are sometimes considered pests by humans. But they are a major part of
what some biologists have referred to as “the ruling
class” (the insects). Sue Hubbell, in her book Broadsides from the Other Orders: a Book of Bugs, writes,
“We do not live in a Nuclear Age or an Information
Age. We do not live in a Post-Industrial Age, a PostCold War Age, or a Post-Modern Age. We do not live
in an Age of Anxiety or even a New Age. We live in
an Age of Flowering Plants and an Age of Beetles.”
Once you begin to take notice of them you are sure to
find them everywhere, and see them almost every day.

Red Oak Borer - Credit Arch Baker

Some of my most favorite beetle families are the
scarab beetles (dung beetles, Ox Beetles, Hercules
Beetles, Rhinoceros Beetles, etc.), metallic wood-boring beetles, carrion beetles, burying beetles, ground
beetles, tiger beetles, click beetles, stag beetles, and,
of course, the ladybird beetles. But truly, there are so
many fascinating, cool-looking, and colorful beetles in
all the different families that it is difficult to choose
favorites. One could never be bored by beetle diversity.
Soldier Beetle - Credit Patrick F. from Bryan, OH

I’m forever coming across a beetle I’ve never seen
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Notes from the Chairperson – Taking On New Responsibilities
When I was a young physician just completing my
training I received notification that I was being inducted into the military. I protested that my draft number was 326 and was told since I was a physician I was
needed and my draft number was not considered.
There was a war on. Fortunately for me, my training
was in women’s health and there were few women in
the war zone. Nevertheless, I was desperately needed.
As soon as the wheels of my plane touched down at
my assigned base a jeep rushed up to my plane. I was
transported directly to the hospital and did not get my
quarters for three days. When called, we must serve.

ties for leadership. For your friends, the Highlander
Chapter and yourself you must say yes. The Chapter
needs you in many positions.
From my own experience I can tell you being chairman is not as difficult as it appears even if you have no
talent for the job. The most difficult part of this job is
writing this column. Many members will give you
support and encouragement.
–Bill Leach

The Highlander’s is reaching a time of leadership
change. Many of our leaders are obtaining an age
when they can no longer serve. Others must step forward. If you are asked to serve this means your peers
have judged you and believe you have leadership qualities. This is a great complement by those who know
you best. Even though you may feel you are not qualified, your friends believe you have the needed quali-

The “Run for the Forest” at the Seminole State Forest
Photos by Joe Bishop
Sunday, February 2nd saw hundreds of runners participating in the “Run for the Forest” event in the Seminole
State Forest. Many of the volunteers that assisted in the setup, run, and the tear down afterwards were members
of the Highlanders.
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The “Run for the Forest” at the Seminole State Forest (Continued)
Photos by Joe Bishop
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Mother of All Pontoon Boat Rides – Richard Devine
Photos by Richard Devine
At 7:50 AM on a crisp November morning, Captain
Scott cast off all lines at the Rusty Anchor dock in
downtown Mount Dora, Florida. We headed westsouthwest into the early morning mist hanging over
Lake Dora. Soon our eyes were watering from the
twenty-five MPH cold breeze created by the power of
our 115 horsepower outboard driving our 21 foot pontoon boat.

colored waters, clear spring and tannic, it’s 4.7 miles
to Silver Springs State Park and its glass bottom boat
dock. No stopping here; at 12:22 PM we made a Uturn over the deepest spring and back out.
The return trip was uneventful; back over the same
“bumps” of a couple of hidden underwater snags in
the upper portion of the Ocklawaha. Never boring,
eating our lunch underway as the captain steered, we
arrived back at the marina at 4:35 PM. My wife and I
observed many varieties of birds, several alligators,
fish, and four very clearly seen Manatees. I was disappointed that I didn’t see the water snake that my
wife saw, until we were walking off the dock and then
saw two Banded water snakes! (and a baby alligator).
And not to forget the monkey my wife saw up in Silver Springs!

Soon enough we were entering the Dora Canal in
Tavares, going under county road 19 and state road
44. The moniker of “The Most Beautiful Mile of Waterway in the World” lives up to its name.
Into Lake Eustis, north to the west side into Haines
Creek, reaching our first lock just before county road
44. This rather long waterway brought us to Lake
Griffin, thence due north into the Ocklawaha River,
under the county road 42 bridge.

Several years ago, my wife and I rented a pontoon
boat for eight hours for about $300. ”Throw in” a captain for $300 for almost nine hours, who knows where
to go and what to see, is not a bad deal. For those getting along in years, who no longer want to canoe or
kayak or who wants to cover a long distance in a short
time, this is a wonderful trip of 150 miles, round trip.

After a short restroom break at the park. where our
second lock was located, we continued north under
the SE highway 464C bridge. After another “long
haul” section, under the remote county road 314
bridge, shortly thereafter is the confluence of the Ocklawaha and Silver Rivers. From this junction of two

Dora Canal

Ocklawaha River Moss Bluff Lock & Spillway
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Leesburg Food Bank Donations – Mary Ellen Milton
For the last several years our Highlanders Chapter of the Florida Trail Association has collected non-perishable
food for the Leesburg Food Bank at our Christmas party. Bill and I are privileged to make the delivery. This
year Ken and Diane Dammiller joined us in this very rewarding experience. Serving those in need, the Leesburg Food Bank is manned by volunteers only. This year the food totaled 378 pounds and $60.00. That amount
far exceeded the past years. Our chapter should be very proud. Thank you to those who contributed.
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To all Florida Trail Members and Prospective Members
Please be considerate of those members with sensitivities to various chemical or scented products. Some
scented products such as hair sprays, perfumes,
scented deodorants, sunscreens and scented body
washes can trigger reactions such as respiratory distress, coughing, migraine headaches and other asthmatic type symptoms.

We ask for everyone's cooperation to accommodate
others' health concerns by trying to use unscented
products before attending a recreational or work hike.
If you are using a long-lasting clothing insect spray,
please try to spray a few days before the event to give
time to air the clothing. We appreciate your help.
Thank You

Highlanders Activities for January and February 2020
Tuesday, March 10th, 2020
Bike trip on Withlacoochee State Trail at Ridge Manor. We will bike nine miles from Ridge Manor Trailhead to Nobleton (18 miles round-trip). We will meet at the Ridge Manor Trailhead off Route 50 on Croom Rital Rd at 9:30 AM. Wear a helmet and bring water and lunch. Lunch will be at Lake Townsen Park in Nobleton.
Restrooms at both ends. Take Route 50 west to the traffic light at Croom Rital Road. Light is right after you
pass under the bridge for the trail over the highway. Turn right at the light and follow Croom Rital road about ¼
mile. Parking for the trailhead is on your right (if you get to I75 you went too far on Route 50). Come join us for
a leisurely ride. Trip Leader Gene Bouley cell 352-360-3722 and Bruce Zollner Trailhead - GPS: 28.525808,
-82.218489
Sunday, March 15, 2020
3rd Annual St. Paddy's Day Hike. On Sunday, March 15th, wear your green and join us for this four mile hike
in the Seminole State Forest (SSF). Meet at the Cassia Trailhead, on Brantley Branch Road (just off State Route
44) at 1:00 PM. There is a $2.00 SSF fee per person. Please bring snacks, two quarts of water, sunscreen, and
bug repellent. No pets are allowed and please refrain from wearing perfumes and aftershave. Call hike leaders,
Dennis and Melodie Hardy for additional information at 207-646-7881 or email: mhardy222@gmail.com .
GPS: 28.890210, -81.461628
Thursday, March 19, 2020
Highlanders Chapter General Meeting. We meet at the Leesburg Public Library 100 East Main Street in the
meeting rooms at the front of the library. Meeting starts at 5:00 PM. Please bring your aluminum cans to recycle
in non-dripping plastic bags and a snack to share. Open to the Public. Program: Lauren Barth - Bats, Florida
Fish and Wildlife Service GPS: 28.811093 -81.874858
Saturday, March 28, 2020
Firefly and pot luck in the woods hike. Meet at Lake Norris trailhead at 6:00 PM. Bring a dish to share and
we will transport the food and your chairs to the camp by car while we hike the 1.5 miles in. We'll enjoy the
sunset, watch the birds soar over the lake, and have dinner around the fire. Then after dark, around 8:45 PM,
we'll hike back and see the fireflies along the trail. This is a very easy level hike along a forest road and a lot of
fun for kids too. Bring a chair, flashlight, bug spray, jacket, something to drink, and your dish to share with
serving spoon. We will provide plates and silverware and lots of fun under a new moon. No pets allowed. Email
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Diane with your RSVP and what you plan to bring at Dammiller@aol.com - 352-205-9620. GPS: 28.913943,
-81.544539
Google Directions: http://goo.gl/maps/ibpAO
Directions to Lake Norris Trailhead
From I-4 and SR 46 Exit (Sanford Mall) go west on SR 46 for about seven miles. Turn right onto SR 46A. Go
about 5.5 miles on SR 46A until it dead ends at SR 44. Turn left (west) on SR 44 and go 1/2 mile. At the light,
turn right onto CR 437 and go 1.7 miles. Turn right onto CR 44A (also known as Burlington Avenue) and go
about 1/2 mile. Take the second left onto Lake Norris Road and go about 2.5 miles. Turn left into the Lake Nor ris Conservation Area trailhead which is right before the sharp 90 degree turn in the road. If you reach the
bridge – you’ve gone a bit too far.
Thursday, April 9th, 2020
Canoe / Kayak Trip. From River Junction Camp Ground day use area up river towards Route 50 and back
(eight to nine miles total) on the Withlacoochee River. This is a beautiful section of the river with high banks.
Bring personal equipment, lunch, whistle, and water. Meet at the boat ramp put-in at 10:00 AM.
Directions:
Seven miles south of Bushnell on Route 301 or go north on Route 301 from Route 50 to flashing light at junction of CR 656. Turn at light onto CR 656 and go two miles to the fire station as road turns left. Don’t turn but
go straight ahead on CR 656. 200 yards ahead, take a left on SW 50th Street (dirt road),
WSF River Junction day use area:
Follow dirt road a mile and turn left at sign for River Junction and follow into the camp ground and look for the
sign to the day use area. Turn right and follow rough dirt road along the river to the end at boat ramp put-in.
Trip leader Gene Bouley 352-360-3722 / Co-leader Bruce Zollner 352-314-2855 GPS: 28.572174, -82.206972
Thursday, April 16, 2020
Highlanders Chapter General Meeting, We meet at the Leesburg Public Library 100 East Main Street in the
meeting rooms at the front of the library. Meeting starts at 5:00 PM. Please bring your aluminum cans to recycle
in non-dripping plastic bags and a snack to share. Open to the Public. Program: Robert Ford - Venomous
Snake- Two from Lake County Fire and Rescue GPS: 28.811093 -81.874858

Additional Highlanders Hikes
Highlanders Activity Leaders who live in The Villages typically lead hikes on Wednesdays. All chapter members and guests are invited to participate in these activities. Leaders post notices of activities the weekend prior
to the hike. FTA members interested in receiving information about The Villages hike should send an email request to dlamanna829@gmail.com.

Chapter Officers and Committee Chairs
Chapter Chair, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Vice Chair, Mike Tamburrino, miketamburrino@yahoo.com or 303-809-3284
Secretary, Mary Ring, momring@yahoo.com or 352-250-1426
Treasurer, Diane Roesch, cattail3638@gmail.com or 407-469-3638
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Trail Coordinator, Hugh (Sandy) Bell, mdvsandy@gmail.com or 912-322-4336
Activity Chairs, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-669-3628, Bobbi Keenan,
bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654, and Mary Ring, momring@yahoo.com or 352-250-1426
Membership Chair, Mary Ellen Milton, mem32735@aol.com or 352-669-3628
Chapter Coordinator, Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Outreach Coordinator, Cathy Leavers, cjleavers@yahoo.com or 352-787-7615
Newsletter Editor and Meetup Coordinator, Wade Williston, wwillist01@gmail.com or 407-584-7431
Program Chair, Ginger Leach, gingerleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438
Chapter Council Representatives, John Grob, johndgrob@gmail.com or 352-750-0341 &
Mike Tamburrino, miketamburrino@yahoo.com or 303-809-3284
Webmasters, Bobbi & Francis Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com, fkeenan@embarqmail.com or
352-787-8654
Chapter Photographer, Diane Dammiller, Dammiller@aol.com or 352-205-9620
Grant Writer, Dee Bender, deebender829@gmail.com or 352-460-7085
Quartermaster and Archivist/Historian, Christine Pena, pena2081@comcast.net or 908-499-2215
Media PR Coordinator, Glenda Moore, gmaemoore@yahoo.com or 352-324-2570
Calendar Editor, Bobbi Keenan, bobbiszoo@yahoo.com or 352-787-8654
Memorial Committee Chair, Stuart Force, stuart.force@comcast.net or 352-303-5623
Recycling Coordinator, Bill Leach, wwleach@hotmail.com or 352-728-6438

Trailmasters and Activity Leaders
Trailmasters: Arlene Beal, Sandy Bell, Dee Bender, Gene Bouley, Richard Devine, Stuart Force, Dennis and
Melodie Hardy, Karen Harrington, Greg Hart, Brad Hoopes, Francis Keenan, Bill and Ginger Leach, Mary
Ellen Milton, Tom Mowbray, Steve and Bernice Nemeth, Mary Ring, Mike Tamburrino, Wade Williston, and
Bruce Zollner.
Activity Leaders: Richard Abrams, Mike Barnett, Arlene Beal, Gene Bouley, Diane and Ken Dammiller, Doris
Danzer, Richard Devine, John Grob, Dennis and Melodie Hardy, Brad Hoopes, Bobbi and Francis Keenan,
Marilyn LeMire, Bill and Mary Ellen Milton, Steve Nemeth, Diane Paul, Bob and Suzanne Sippey, Mike Tamburrino, Don Valcheff, Wade Williston, and Bruce Zollner.

Links
Florida Trail Association:
Highlanders Chapter, FTA:
Meetup for Highlanders:
Highlanders Photos:
Previous Newsletters:
Boondocking Tips

http://www.floridatrail.org
http://www.highlanders.floridatrail.org
https://www.meetup.com/Florida-Trail-Association-Central-Florida-Chapter/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/highlandersfta/albums/
http://highlanders.floridatrail.org/NewsletterArchives.htm
http://highlanders.floridatrail.org/Newsletters/
Diane_Dammillers_Boondocking101_presentation.pdf
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